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hat does it mean to be truly
Japanese? Is it enough to
have been born here and
speak the language, to
have lived the customs since birth? If
one is a hafu, a mixed-race Japanese
person, just how much does it matter
what that other half is? Whether or
not the judges for the Miss Universe
Japan competition knew that these
questions would be raised when
they selected Ariana Miyamoto to
represent her country in this year’s
Miss Universe pageant, they have
come to the fore—at least in global
media. As Miyamoto herself explains,
mainstream Japanese media may not
know exactly what to make of her, just
as people in the streets of Tokyo or her
native Sasebo do not when they see

and hear her speak in native Japanese.

Although Miyamoto’s situation
may be a rare one in the country now,
there is a small current within Japanese
demographics that will continue to
grow as interracial marriages increase.
And as Tokyo prepares to invite the
world to its shores in five years’ time,
the question of how to embrace—and,
in some cases, acknowledge—diversity
is unlikely to fade into the background.
What remains to be seen is how that
question will be answered.

Another area where this issue is
being put forward is in international
schools around Tokyo, where Japan’s
national diversity is not just a question
of how a beauty queen represents
the new face of Japan. It can be as
everyday, and as influential, as getting
to know your math classmate, who
might come from Colombia or Dubali, a
little better. At each of the schools that
we drop in on in this issue, we see a
different set of answers to the question,
“what role can Japan play in a world
where diversity is less an exception
and more a rule?”

If the rest of the world is any
model, these aren’t likely to be the
kind of responses you can grade with
a machine, and any essay as an answer
will take time to produce.
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JO MALONE SAKURA
CHERRY BLOSSOM
COLOGNE

While sakura season is mainly
characterized by its ephemeral
nature, it seems like this year’s
blossoms were even more fleeting
than usual, in large part due

to the strong rain and wind. If
you missed out on your annual
hanami picnic, you can recreate
the sakura atmosphere (and keep
it close year round) with this del-
icate fragrance. Although cherry
blossoms do not have an actual
scent, these sheer notes of rose
and bergamot perfectly represent
what we wish they smelled like.

www.jomalone.com

DOLCE & GABBANA FIORI DI
PRIMAVERA COLLECTION

Spring into spring by getting your hands on
some items from this exclusive Japanese
collection by the Italian designer duo. This
floral D&G print is actually the first to be
created specifically for the Japanese market,
and they aptly named it Fiori di Primavera,
which means “spring flowers.” The handbags,
shoes and small tech accessories are adorned
with patterns such as cascading wisteria and
orange blossoms, a feminine twist on the
label’s usually vampier collections.

www.vogue.co.jp/fashion/news/2015-04/14/
dlcegabbana#moveto

ALICE + OLIVIA
PREENA MINI DRESS

Combine elegance and playful-
ness in this safari-meets-ballerina
number. Tulle, satin, a button-up
bodice and zebra appliqués on the
collar and skirt make this dress a
dream come true for a glam soirée
or after work rooftop cocktails.

No need for too many accessories
with this piece: slip on some black
flats, apply a coat of peach gloss,
throw your hair up in a bun and
let the dress do the rest.

www.aliceandolivia.com

JUNKADELIC - NAKAMEGURO

urn right out of Nakameguro station, then right again down a
lantern-lined shopping street. A five-minute stroll past hip shops

and cozy eateries will land you smack in front of Junkadelic’s
shabby-chic storefront: a dilapidated beach shack exterior bursting with
with warm light, bright colors, and fiestaware heaping with hearty Tex-
Mex fare. Arima Hideaki created Junkadelic as a tribute to the taquerias
he fell in love with on surfing trips to San Diego and Mexico, and has

spent the last 10 years working the kitchen and curating an eclectic,
surf-shack style, salvaging wood and other “junk” for an ever-evolving
interior. “I wanted to avoid Japanese expectations,” he says. “I want it to
feel fresh. I want people to think it’s a little weird.”

http://www.junkadelic.jp/
**for more Mexican restaurant recommendations, check out our “Quat-
ro de Mayo” article at www.tokyoweekender.com**




PORTER 3WAY
OVERNIGHT BAG

Porter bags are usually not the
first things on shoppers’ lists
when they come to Tokyo, but
spend enough time around town
and youw’ll start to notice them.
They’re not flashy enough to
catch attention on the streets of
Harajuku, but plenty of small de-
tails and very sturdy construction
make this a solid choice when
you’re ready to step up from a
casual messenger bag. Enough
pockets and pouches to keep

you organized, and turns into a
backpack, just because.

www.yoshidakaban.com

INCENSE

SERIES 3
INCENSE

SERIES 3

RERF G BARFUNS

SONY 4K ULTRA HDTV

COMME DES GARCONS
SERIES 3 INCENSE: KYOTO

Created by Bertrand Duchaufour—a
perfumer known for his bold and intriguing
combinations—Kyoto is an evocation of

the many scents of Japan’s former capital.
Temple incense, woody cedar, and the
sharp, herbal notes of cypress all make an
appearance in this unique unisex cologne.
Amber and smoky vetiver notes become
much more prominent on drydown. For the
sake of fellow commuters and coworkers,
go easy on this one—a little goes a long way.

www.comme-des-garcons-parfum.com

OK, first things first: this isn’t for your typical Tokyo apartment. But if you’ve got enough
wall space to mount of these, you're in for something bordering on televisual nirvana.
With models that feature a viewable screen that extends almost to the unit’s edges, a dis-
play that boasts two times the resolution of standard HD, and Wi-fi connectivity that lets
you stream PS3 games and noodle around with Google Play, these are quite the beautiful
beasts. However, one of the downsides of being a pioneer on the bleeding edge is that
you’ll be waiting a while for the rest of the world to start delivering that 4K content.

www.store.sony.com
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MIXOLOGIST

GUIDE TO COCKTAILS

Something for the weekend...A
cocktail guide for the most
discerning of drinkers

hey say that the best way to tell the
I quality of any drinking establishment is

by sampling one of their Martinis. If the
Martini is done well then you can be confident
that everything else will be up to scratch; if done
poorly it’s probably time to get the check and
never darken their doors again. So with that in
mind, this months installment of the The Mixolo-
gist Guide will cover the art of making the perfect
Dirty Martini.

But where to start? So much has been writ-
ten about how to make the perfect Martini, it’s
difficult to know where to begin. Across the globe
people will argue about whether one should use
gin or vodka, or about the correct ratios of base
spirit to vermouth. According to famous English
playwright, cocktail connoisseur, and general
bon vivant Noél Coward, “A perfect martini
should be made by filling a glass with gin, then
waving it in the general direction of Italy.” And
then there is of course the eternal question—
should a Martini be shaken or stirred?

Rest assured, here at the Weekender we
maintain the highest standards of journalis-
tic integrity and take our testing extremely
seriously. And after some thorough research
we can proudly say that we have nailed down
the best recipe. So please enjoy the fruits of our
labor and remember that no matter whether you
prefer your Martini dry or dirty, it’s always better
to shake rather than stir. After all, it it’s good
enough for the world’s most charismatic secret
agent, so who are we to argue? Bottoms up!

Method:

Add a handful of ice into a cocktail shaker, pour
in all of the ingredients and give everything a
thorough shake. Strain into a chilled Martini
glass and garnish with a couple of olives on a
cocktail stick.

Ingredients: Z 3
- 75ml Tanqueray London Dry Gin _j
- 8ml Martini Extra Dry i i

- 8ml olive brine
(from jarred olive)
- Garnish with a couple
of olives on a cocktail stick

-
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OUR PICKS FROM THE EXHIBITIONS AROUND TOWN

2 L

KATAOKA TAMAKO: THE 110TH ANNIVERSARY OF HER BIRTH

t’s hard to believe Kataoka Tamako lived

and worked when she did. Her paintings

feel far too radical to be the product of a

woman born in Sapporo in 1905. Though
her art follows traditional nihonga (Japanese)
style, it’s subversive in both subject matter and
treatment. The technique may be traditional,
but the scenes she portrays are often any-
thing but typical: a woman knitting while her
daughter reads manga, an airman so devotedly
depicted you can almost read his thoughts,
and serpentine blue-green nudes, equal parts
medusa and stony victim.

“Her expression was revolutionary in the
world of Japanese-style painting at that time,”
said MOMAT curator Reiko Nakamura. “She
developed her own, unique style.”

It’s a style that is at once feminine and
strong, especially in her later years when
she favored bold, almost garish, colors and
brushstrokes. Scenes of Japanese mountains
and countryside in psychedelic hues and

trippy, collage-like patterns are an outstand-
ing representation of combined western
and eastern artistic influences. Kataoka’s
inspirations can be further felt in a display
of 30 personal sketchbooks, some of which
document a 40-day trip to Europe in 1962,
“with her comments and diary to vividly
show what kind of Western art she saw,”
said Nakamura.

Influential or not, the work calls to mind
many western artists: Kataoka’s landscapes
evoke Georgia O’Keeffe, and her “Counte-
nance” series is undeniably reminiscent of
Warhol’s pop art; yet her work is far from
imitative. While much of Japanese art is
dedicated to faithful replication, Kataoka’s
paintings sing as true, individual expression.

“Japanese-style painters at that time
nestled close to the subject,” Nakamura ex-
plained. “However, [Kataoka] observed the
subject through a filter of her own...hauling
it into her own formative sensibility.”

The National Museum of Modern Art Tokyo (MOMAT)

Dates: April 7-May 17, 2015

Open: Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00-17:00, Fridays 10:00-20:00, closed Monday
Web: www.momat.go.jp/english/artmuseum/kataokatamako2015.html

“Petals of Fire”, 1989 144 x 128 cm acrylic paint, oil stick, pencil,

color pencil on paper © Cy Twombly Foundation / Courtesy
Cy Twombly Foundation

J merican painter “Cy” (born
. Edwin Parker) Twombly Jr’s

massive, calligraphic paintings--

bright colors smashed and scrib-
bled onto neutral backgrounds-hang in the
permanent collections of the Louvre in Paris

and NYC’s MoMA. Yet despite the fact that

in Japan, his work has appeared in only a
few group shows here, “only two or three

Ppieces at a time,” said Hara Museum curator

Atsuo Yasuda. “By assembling such a large
number of works in one place, viewers
are certain to make new discoveries about
Twombly’s art.”

Hara Museum’s director, Toshio Hara,
and Juliet Sylvester of the Cy Twombly

Cy Twombly: 50 Years of Works on Paper

Dates: May 23-August 20, 2015

CY TWOMBLY: 50 YEARS OF WORKS 0

the late Mr. Twombly is a well-known name

Stemming from an encounter between

by Sarah Custen

“Mountain (Mt. Fuji)” 1964 Hokkaido Museum of Modern Art

Foundation, the exhibition serves both as an
introduction to Twombly’s art, for newcom-
ers, and a comprehensive retrospective, for
long-time admirers. Yasuda sees “the feeling
of ‘non-verbal poetry’ in Twombly’s graffi-
ti-like images” as the exhibition’s greatest
appeal. Twombly often referenced poet
Stéphane Mallarmé in his works, alongside
classical myths and fables. Yet his paintings
are unpretentious, almost childlike, some
most closely resembling chalk doodles on a
blackboard.

“Cy Twombly was an artist whose
expression evolved constantly through the
years,” said Yasuda. “What is interesting
is that despite his constant experimenta-
tion and trial and error, his basic stance
remained consistent throughout.”

Open: Tuesday through Sunday, 11:00-17:00, Wednesdays until 20:00, closed Mondays

Web: www.haramuseum.or.jp
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The only clinic run by a
U.S. Board-Certified
Plastic Surgeon in Japan

Laser hair removal, Botox (wrinkles, hyperhidrosis),
Restylane, Juvederm, Retin-A, Obagi. Liposuction,
Mole/Scar removal, Breast, Facelift, Tummy Tuck, Laser
(Titan, Genesis, IPL), Men’s (ED, AGA), Reconstructive
Surgery, Migrane headaches (Botox)

9 Member
Albert Einstein College of medicine, NY
UCLA Plastic Surgery Chief Resident O
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very year in Japan more than 80,000 people are
welcomed in to new homes—it’s a country second only
to America in terms of its adoption rate—yet when it
comes to child adoption it’s lagging well behind the
rest of the developed world. The vast majority of adoptees

here are adults—particularly males in their 20s and 30s—often
used as a tool to keep family businesses running if there is no
biological heir or if the biological heir doesn’t seem like a suit-
able candidate to take over the company. At the same time tens
of thousands of kids are still being brought up in institutions
rather than a family-based setting.

“It’s an incredibly sad situation,” says Eriko Takahashi,
Program Director of Disability and Social Welfare at Nippon
Foundation. “I've visited some baby institutions and you can
see the staff care a lot and really try their best, but just two or
three adults with twenty babies, it is not right. Children should
be living in a family environment, ideally with their biological
parents; if that is impossible, then with relatives or foster par-
ents. In Japan roughly 39,000 kids are in care right

for children began in Romania at the start of this century. Ten
years after the fall of the brutal Nicolae Ceausescu regime—
an era when contraception and abortion were made illegal
leading to thousands of kids being forced to grow up in over-
crowded, understaffed state-run facilities—The

now; however, only around 300 adoptions are
arranged through the child advisory services
annually. Then there are about 100 through
private bodies. It is nowhere near enough.
“It’s very unfortunate that most chil-
dren in care here have to stay in institu-
tions. Just 15% live with foster fam-
ilies—that is a much lower rate
than other developed nations.
In Australia it is more than 90%,
in the UK and the US more than
70%. These countries realize the damage
that institutionalization can cause kids, whereas
in Japan people just aren’t aware. Speaking to
local authority figures there is a general view
that institutions are good for kids because
they are taken care of in a safe
environment; yet whilst
this is true, it fails to
take into account
the psychological
impact that these
places can have.”
The most
comprehen-
sive study
on the
effects of
institution-
alization

Ve visited some baby
tnstibutions and you can
see the staff care a Lot and
really bry their best, but
Just two or three adulls
wikh Ewemfzj babies

Bucharest Early Intervention Project took
a sample of 136 children and placed half
of them in high-quality foster homes and
kept the other half in institutional care.
The kids were assessed at 30,
42 and 54 months, then again at eight
years in a variety of developmental
domains including brain, behavior,
cognition, language, social-emo-
tional development, attachment
and physical growth. The results
showed that kids who had been
institutionalized had significantly lower
1Qs (an average of 65 compared to 103), didn’t
smile or laugh as much, were less likely to in-
itiate or respond to social interaction and
struggled to form healthy attachments
with their caregivers.
Since the project began,
thousands of kids in Ro-
mania and neighboring
European countries
have been moved into
family-based solutions.
There is still a long way
to go; however, big
efforts are being made
to deinstitutionalize.
The same cannot be
said of Japan. A major




stumbling block here is that biological
parents retain legal custody of their son
or daughter even if they have abandoned
them. In such cases a child may be placed
in temporary foster care, but is far more
likely to end up in an overcrowded facility
with little personal space.

A recent study by Human Rights Watch
entitled “Without Dreams: Children in
Alternative Care in Japan” revealed that
sexual and physical abuse continues to take
place in institutions; at the same time there
are insufficient means to report these kind
of problems. As part of the investigation
they interviewed 32 kids in alternative
care and 27 adults who had previously
been in alternative care. Noted testimonies
included a teenager who told them she had
no dreams for the future, while another
said he was often beaten by older kids when
they were having a bad day, but

ly she didn’t even know how to switch on a
light. They wait passively to be told what to
do and how to do it, then one day they’re sent
out into the world and expected to be able to
find and keep work.”

Life can be extremely difficult for former
residents after they leave institutions. Many
are forced to either accept low paid work or
face up to a life of unemployment. According
to a survey by the Tokyo Metropolitan Govern-
ment around 9.5% of children who grew up in
orphanages receive welfare from the state—
that compares with a national average of 1.8%.
The report also revealed that kids from institu-
tions are far less likely to graduate from high
school or go on to further education. Patrick
Newell—co-founder of Tokyo International
School and the man who brought the TEDx
conference to Japan—is trying to change that.
In 2006 he launched “Living Dreams,” an NGO

aimed at enriching children through

as the only staff member
was an old lady there was
nothing anyone could

do. One former resident
in Ibaraki said that she
was now “happy” work-
ing in the sex industry
because “somebody,

even though a stranger,
actually listened (to her)”.

Sophelia Lee—a
popular blogger who has seen
first-hand the kind of harm these
kind of places can have on children—re-
cently spoke to Weekender about her
experiences volunteering at various
institutions in Japan.

“It’s hard to put into words how pro-
foundly damaging institutionalization is for
children,” she says. “I often heard kids refer
to themselves as “suterareta ko” and “iranai
ko” (abandoned and worthless children). A
lot of them have low self-esteem and seem
depressed. Even the very young ones are
clearly aware that they are missing “nor-
mal” childhood experiences. Some of the
games they initiated with me included “be-
ing dropped off at kindergarten by Mama”
and “riding on Mama’s bicycle in a baby
seat.” They’ll see little everyday interactions
on TV and when they’re going to and from
kindergarten or school, but have no direct
experience of it themselves.

“For some Kkids the longest relationship
they’ve had with a caregiver is two years.
There’s just no chance to form any lasting
emotional attachment, and a lot of them
struggle with basic interpersonal skills like
empathy and regulating their emotional
state. In larger institutions every minute
of every day is scheduled, the kids have no
experience of independence or managing
their own time. Some have never been
inside a supermarket or seen basic food
ingredients because they have simply eaten
in a dining hall their entire lives. A woman
interviewed for the HRW report mentions
that when she was sent to live independent-

Its hard to put into
words how Profouv\dij
damaging institutionali-
zakion is for children, I
often heard kids refer to
themselves as worthless,

experiential learning.
“It’s a bit silly really,”
Newell tells Weekender.
“You have this nation
that desperately needs
youth, yet more than
30,000 kids are stuck in
the middle with a bleak
view of their future.
35% of the children in
institutions are academi-
cally two grade levels behind
the rest of the country and only around
15% go to college. In order to get that level
up they need more access to resources
and technology. “Living Dreams” provides a
one-to-one program with secure cloud based
computing which we plan to take nationwide.”

Another organization attempting to ease
the plight of abandoned youngsters in this
country is The Nippon Foundation and its
“Happy Yurikago (Japanese for cradle) Pro-
ject.” Over the past couple of years they have
provided financial aid for private adoption
agencies, set up telephone and email advisory
services for families that have adopted a
child, and organize numerous seminars for
couples considering adoption. They have also
organized many study sessions for women
worried about pregnancy so they know there
are options available.

Groups like Human Rights Watch and
The Nippon Foundation are helping to raise
awareness about the kind of damage that in-
stitutional life is having on youngsters in this
country. Both organizations continue to lobby
the government demanding radical changes
to current laws that continue to favor parents’
rights over the welfare of their children.
These rights go against the UN guidelines
for the Alternative Care of Children, adopted
by the UN General Assembly in 2009, which
states, “alternative care for young children,
especially under the age of three, should be
provided in family-based settings.” For so
many kids in Japan this kind of setting is like
a dream in a far away place; that is something
that has to change.
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ONLY 15% OF ORPHANED KIDS
MANAGE TO FIND A FOSTER FAMILY
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The great artists of any genre combine

a sense of history with a willingness to
break ties with the past, and try things
that have been left undared.Whether
you’re talking about Miles Davis with his
horn or Pablo Picasso with a paintbrush,
true pioneers can challenge the old rules
and redefine how the game is played.
Ebizo Ichikawa is one of those artists, and
the canvas on which he creates is kabuki.

ome have called the 37-year-old the “bad boy” or

“wild man” of kabuki, but to do so is to forget the

historical roots of this kind of theater itself. As refined

as it may be now, its history has more to do with the
fashion-forward kids of Harajuku than you’d think. It starts
with the word itself, which can be traced back to a word (kat-
amuku) that means “to be out of the ordinary.” In the 1500s,
it was used to describe the wild dress and eccentric behavior
of the bohemian set that paraded on the streets of Kyoto and
Edo, as modern day Tokyo was then called. Dubbed kabuki-
mono (“wild ones,” if you like), it was their theatrical style
that inspired the name given to this new form of theater that
was first performed in dry riverbeds around Kyoto, starting
at the beginning of the 17th century.

Since these early Edo period counterculture days, kabuki
developed into an art form that enjoyed significant popular
appeal, eventually becoming one of Japan’s most highly
esteemed types of theater, which was formally recognized
as an Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO in 2009. Over
the centuries, one name that has consistently stood out as
a prominent figure in kabuki history is Ebizo Ichikawa.

The stage name has been handed down ten times over the
centuries, almost always from father to son. The first in the
Ichikawa line was the inventor of the aragoto style of kabuki,
which features the grandiose gestures, exaggerated facial ex-
pressions, and bold makeup that provide the most common
images of kabuki.
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A NEW NAME, A NEW ROLE
Ebizo Ichikawa XI was born into a kabuki
family and first took to the stage as a profes-
sional actor when he was only six years old.
He was given his first stage name, Shinnosu-
ke VII, just two years later. His career went
from strength to strength, as he spent nearly
two decades performing on stage and on
TV—a prominent role that he played on both
was the legendary swordsman and samurai,
Musashi.

In a testament to kabuki’s global appeal,
Ichikawa was granted the Ebizo name at a
ceremony at the Theatre National de Chail-
lot in Paris, during a ceremony that was

explained, “I think that the younger
generation feels a real separation from
the form of kabuki. Many of them sim-
ply feel that it is too difficult for them to
understand, and generally, most people
have very few opportunities to come in
contact with the performing arts. I want
to give people a chance to step into
kabuki more casually.”

His method was to create programs
that featured short acts from tradition-
al kabuki plays kabuki treatments of
traditional Japanese folk tales. It was a
long time in coming, but he brought his
vision to reality in 2013, with a series
of shows called ABKAI Rather than
playing at a large, traditional kabuki
theater, Ichikawa took the show to The-
atre Cocoon, Shibuya. Ichikawa took to
new heights as he returned to a more
traditional kabuki venue at Shimbashi
Enbujo. Held aloft by wires, his air-

borne performance thrilled audiences

as he and his company brought the
famous kabuki story “Yoshitsune Senbon-
zakura” (Yoshitsune and the Thousand
Cherry Trees) to life.

This June, Ichikawa will be returning
to the modern setting of Theatre Cocoon,
and bringing two of Japan’s most beloved
folk tales to life: “Momotaro” and “Urashi-
ma Taro.” However, each story is given a
slightly unusual spin, focusing more on
the back stories. The kabuki version of
Momotaro (“Peach Boy”) stays away from
the adventures of the dumpling-loving boy
and his animal companions and instead
focuses on the “bad guys” of the story,
the demons on Demon Island. His new

€€ I think that the younger generation feels a real separation
from the form of kabuki. I want to give people a chance to
step into kabuki more casually 3

described as being as elaborate as a kabuki
performance itself, in 2004. Since then,
Ichikawa has performed extensively over-
seas, in London, Amsterdam, Paris, Monaco,
and Rome. Last year found him bringing
kabuki, as well as noh and rakugo, to Singa-
pore for the first time. He was awarded the
Order of Arts and Letters from the French
government, and has performed on the big
screen, in roles that have ranged from a
samurai in Takashi Miike’s “Hara-kiri” to a
crewmember on a doomed WWII subma-
rine in “Sea Without Exit.” In all of his roles,
he is known for bringing a larger-than-life
presence to his scenes, and for an expressive
face that can convey the most tempestu-

ous rages or touches of gentle pathos. But
despite his success in the traditional world
of kabuki and TV and film, Ichikawa had
another challenge in mind.

BRINGING KABUKI TO A NEW
AUDIENCE

Ichikawa’s wanted to take the art form back
to the people who made it popular in the
first place—local audiences, and the young-
er generation, around Japan. As Ichikawa

production looks into the tensions on the
island itself, and just how those demons
achieved their power—a mysterious stone
that fell from the sky, which was wor-
shiped by the people and which begins to
cry out in a strange voice...

Meanwhile, keeping with the star-
struck theme, the retelling of Urashima
Taro is also influenced by a falling star,
but one whose power threatens to destroy
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ICHIKAWA EB1ZO XI
0
Known as the “Prince of Kabuki,” Ichikawa is a

specialist in playing male roles (in kabuki, men
play both male and female roles)

Birth name: Horikoshi Takatoshi

1983: Makes his kabuki debut at the age of six
in “The Tale of Geniji” (He first performed on
stage one year earlier, in the U.S.)

1985: Given the kabuki name of Ichikawa
Shinnosuke VII

1994: Appears on TV for the first time on the
NHK drama, “Hana no Ran”

2003: Plays the starring role in the NHK drama,
“Musashi.” Plays the same role on the kabuki
stage that same year

2004: Given the kabuki name Ichikawa Ebizo XI

2006: Acts in his first film: the WWII drama “Sea
Without Exit”

2007: Performs alongside his father, Ichikawa
Danjuro, at the Palais Garnier in Paris. Is
granted a membership in France’s Order of Arts
and Letters

2013: Launches ABKAI series with a run at
Theatre Cocoon

2014: Brings kabuki performances to Singapore
for the first time

an underwater palace, forcing the ruler of
the castle Otohime (“Princess Oto”) to seek
out a savior in the unwitting Urashima. For
both pieces, Ichikawa will be joined by mem-
bers of his past kabuki troops.

On its own, the opportunity to see kabuki
in an easily accessible form would be enough
of a draw, but the chance to see an artist in
his prime is something not to be missed if you
will be in Tokyo during the month of June. At-
tending one of Picasso’s early exhibits or a live
show by Miles Davis might be impossible now,
but being able to see one of the living legends
of kabuki is well within reach, and should
simply not be missed.

ABKAI 2015

Dates: June 4-21 | Ticket Prices: ¥11,000 (First

Class) ¥8,000 (Second Class) ¥5,000 (Third Class)
Theatre Cocoon, Bunkamura

Dogenzaka 2-24-1, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, 150-8507

Tel: 03-3477-9111
Web: www.bunkamura.co.jp/english/cocoon



EXPERIENCE THE
HEART OF JAPAN

Step into the many departments of Japanese history and culture
in Nihonbashi, the former center of Edo period commerce

400
BEST OF JAPAN GOURMET TOUR
ne of the best parts of taking a trip are several hundreds of times thinner than a
around Japan is taking in the local piece of paper.
crafts and delicacies from the country’s Now imagine being able to experience a

many geographical regions, and in some cases, = wide variety of these traditional crafts and
seeing how they are made. For example, a visit = dishes without needing to leave Tokyo itself.

to Kochi Prefecture in Shikoku would allow The Nihonbashi Information Center at the

you to drop in at Imoya Kinjiro’s headquarters, = COREDO Muromachi shopping area makes

where the company’s celebrated imo kenpi this dream a reality. On their “Best of Japan

(sweet potato snacks) are made. Or you could Gourmet Tour,” participants can sample the

visit one of the centers for the production many different products from around Ja- \

of delicate gold leaf in Ishikawa, where the pan, and find out more about the traditions Yow’ll be able to run the length and the

precious metal is hammered into sheets that that have brought them to life. During the breadth of Japan, from an introduction to
Edo period, the shitamachi Hokkaido’s celebrated oysters in the north
(downtown) neighborhood to the traditionally prepared satsuma
of Nihonbashi was a major age (fried fish cakes) of Kagoshima to the
merchant center of Tokyo, south. Participants can learn the history
where goods both local to behind these products, and at many of
the Kanto area, and farther the stores, try out samples and even some
afield, could all be found hands-on experiences.
under one roof. Today, the The tours are led by the Nihonbashi
shops at COREDO make for Information Center’s English speaking
an ideal spot for partici- concierges, who make it possible for tour
pants to take this hour and a | participants to combine their Japanese
half tour that visits ten dif- exploration with clear, extensive explana-
ferent shops that specialize | tions. (Guidance in other languages may also
in ten regional specialties. be arranged with advance notice.)

CULTURE EXPERIENCE TOUR OMOTENASHI
F ounded, as some historians say, as early back as the ninth EXPERIEN CE

century, the Fukutoku Shrine is one of the oldest shrines erhaps the best way

in the city. However, during Tokyo’s post-war construction P to truly understand
boom, the shrine was relocated several times and languished atop an aspect of Japanese
an office building for decades. Rebuilt in a spacious courtyard next culture is to really dig in
to the COREDO complex, it stands as a stunning example of more and try it out yourself. The
than a thousand years of history and tradition. Fukutoku is the company Shinnichiya runs
starting place for the Nihonbashi Information Center’s “Culture Ex- a set of activities called the
perience Tour,” which introduces participants to the rich spiritual,

: | “OMOTENASHI Experience”
artisanal, and culinary traditions of the area. After a visit to the : (omotenashi s, of course, Ja-
shrine, partici- pan’s renowned and refined hospitality), which offers three different chances
pants are guided to go hands-on with different components of Japanese culture. “Kimono” lets
through CORE- participants have the opportunity to get dressed up in a kimono or yukata (a
DOrs traditional

lighter summer kimono) for the day. “The Way of Tea” provides a window
into the subtleties of the tea ceremony, starting with an explanation that
demystifies its numerous details and puts newcomers at ease. (Of course, the
lecture is followed by a ceremony, accompanied by traditional sweets.) The
final option is “Time to Geisha”: Participants can see a geisha dance perfor-
mance, play traditional games, and have their photo taken with the geisha
themselves. All three of these experiences open up a rare look into some of
Japan’s oldest and most beloved traditions—at a very reasonable price.

shops, featuring
items such as
lacquerware and
chopsticks. A free
origami workshop
is available at the
end of the tour.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK TOURS PLEASE VISIT: WWW.NIHONBASHI-INFO.JP/OMOTENASHI/EN
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When you want
to show visitors
the REAL Japan
but don’t have
the time
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Half- or full-day small groups
tours offered on regular
schedule or by arrangement

@000 0000000000000 0000 000

Zazen, Food, Subcultures, Tea
Ceremony, Crafts & More

@'www.tokyoway.jp & 03-4520-5429 N tours@tokyoway.jp

RANATA

Rappabashi

CARBON STEEL—
SET OF 2

This pair of expertly crafted
carbon steel blades provides

you with the perfect kitchen
combination: an all-purpose knife
for meat and fish, and a small
vegetable knife. (¥23,300)

CARBON STEEL

WA-SANTOKU

With edges sharp and delicate enough to
shave wafer-thin slices from a piece of
meat or fish, Kamata Hakensha’s carbon
steel knives are a perfect example of Japa-
nese style and craftsmanship. (¥8,800)

EXPERIENTIAL TOURS IN ENGLISH IN TOKYO AREA

JAPANESE EXPERIENCE | FEATURE | 15

NANATASU GALLERY

) £ 4- 7 ‘A
Rika Shimasaki
The Prisoner of Mirrors

AAAAAA su i el
GALLERY. i

Opening Hours: Closed:

Opening Reception:

NANATASU GALLERY

Tel: Web:

HAMMERED DAMASCUS
STEEL—SET OF 2 OR 3

Damascus steel knives have a unique
appearance that is immediately recogniz-
able. Available in a set of two or three,
these knives come with a hard case for

easy storage or transportation.
(set of 2: ¥17,400, set of 3: ¥27,800)

=

ADDRESS

e

KAMATA HAKENSHA (KENMAX, INC.}
on Kappabashi Dougu Street
Address: 2-12-6 Matsugaya,

Taito-ku,Tokyo, 111-0036
Tel: +81(0)3-3841-4205
DAMASCUS STEEL WITH

FLOWER PATTERN

................................. b
The stainless, cobalt-alloy Damascus

" - KAMATA HAKENSHA ANNEX
steel blade is easy to maintain and
keep sharp, while the floral motif IN HIROO AROBO
etched onto the side and the wooden,
Japanese-style handle transform this
practical meat and fish knife into a
work of art. (¥26,800-35,800)

Web: kap-kam.com/index_english. html

Tokyo Glass Tower 1F, 5-17-3 Hiroo,
Sllihu)'a-ku.'l'r:k_\'o, 150-0012
Tel: +81(0)3-5422-8923

Web: www.aroboshop.com/imode=114



by Matthew Hernon

In 2005 former Prime Minister Taro Aso
described Japan as having “one nation, one
civilization, one language, one culture and one
race.” It was a controversial statement that was
widely condemned, yet ten years on, despite the
popularity of biracial celebrities like Christel
Takigawa, Rola and Becky, it seems that many
people still feel the same way.

he recent crowning of Ariana Miyamoto—the first ever
mixed-race Miss Universe Japan—has been hailed in some
quarters as “a huge step forward” in regard to cultural diver-
sity in one of the world’s most homogenous countries. Since
the announcement, the 20-year-old, whose father is African-American,
has received thousands of messages of support from around the world;
however, there’s also been a lot of criticism.
When I show her picture to people here the first reaction tends to
be, “it’s not right, she isn’t Japanese.” Even when I tell them she was
born and raised in Nagasaki, has a Japanese mother, feels Japanese
and speaks the language fluently, there’s still skepticism because in
their eyes she “doesn’t look Japanese enough.” These aren’t responses
from extreme nationalists, but ordinary members of the public. Many
have shared similar views on social networking sites, with one ob-
server saying, “she has too much black blood in her to be Japanese.”
“The reaction’s been mixed,” Miyamoto tells Weekender from the
CJ Building in Shimbashi, Tokyo. “I've received nice messages from
abroad, particularly Korea and France, which has been great, but in
Japan it’s been half and half, excuse the pun (laughs). I'm not both-
ered about hostile remarks—it’s exactly what I was expecting. I didn’t
go into this competition with my eyes closed. I know Japanese people
are often viewed as being nice and polite, but that doesn’t mean
there aren’t race issues here. Racism exists in this country just as it
does all over the world.”
Like Nina Davuluri, who was called “a terrorist” after becom-
ing the first Indian-American to win Miss America, Miyamoto has
taken the negativity in her stride. There’s no anger or resentment
in her voice when she speaks. Smiling throughout the interview,
she comes across as an extremely bubbly young girl who fully
appreciates the opportunity she’s been given. Behind the broad
grin, though, you can hear the resolve in her voice. She’s deter-
mined to use this competition to get her message across.
“I want to help people who are being bullied
because of their skin color,” she says. “That’s what hap-
pened to me at school. Sometimes it was verbal, with
kids calling me kuronbou (a derogatory term for a dark-
skinned person) or nigger; other times it got physical,
either in the toilets or the classroom where the board
eraser would be thrown at me. Of course it upset me,
but it also made me stronger.”
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Frustrated with life in Japan and
wanting to learn more about her father’s
country, Miyamoto moved to the States dur-
ing her mid-teens to study at high school.
Despite not speaking English well, she
says life was “carefree.” Back in Japan she
worked as a bartender and model before
being invited to represent Nagasaki in the
Miss Universe contest. She turned the orig-
inal offer down because she didn’t think a
mixed-race person like her could win—then
a personal tragedy changed her mind.

“My friend committed suicide,” she
says. “He was half Japanese like me, but
from a Caucasian background. We were re-
ally close, often calling each other. He felt
he never fit in anywhere. Japanese people
didn’t accept him and because he didn’t
speak English he wasn’t like a foreigner.
For his sake I want to use this competition
to help bring about a shift in attitudes in
Japan.”

For many people in this country the
word hafu—which is said to have emerged
in the seventies following the success of the
mixed ethnicity group, “Golden Half”—con-
jures up images of exotic-looking, bilingual
celebrities living the high life. The reality

it’s inevitable that we
will eventually become
more active in Japa-
nese society. Mixed-
race celebrities have
been making giant
strides in the entertain-
ment industry for a
while now and I hope
we’ll see something
similar happening
in industries such as
business and politics
in the near future.”

“Significant
change is still a long way off, but things
appear to be getting better,” continues
Takagi. “I recently saw mixed-race celeb-
rities on Sanma-San’s TV show talking
about their experiences. Things like that
and the crowning of Ariana Miyamoto
can help raise awareness. To be honest
I was surprised to hear she was the first
multiracial winner given the fact that the
entertainment industry is overflowing
with mixed-race individuals.”

From TV stars such as Erika Sawajiri
and Eiji Wentz to models like the Michiba-

€€ I didn’t go into this competition with my eyes
closed. I know Japanese people are often viewed as
being nice and polite, but that doesn’t mean there

aren’t race issues here. )

for most is very different, as highlighted in
“Hafu,” a 2013 documentary focusing on the
day-to-day lives of five people raised in a
bicultural environment. Directors Megumi
Nishikura and Lara Perez Takagi made
the movie because they felt “the voices of
mixed race individuals needed to he heard.”
Following Miyamoto’s triumph, it would
appear that more people are now listening.
“With time greater acceptance of
half-Japanese will take place and the crown-
ing of Ariana Miyamoto is a step in that di-
rection,” Nishikura tells Weekender. “There
are approximately 20,000 mixed-heritage
children born in this country annually, so

ta sisters, mixed-race celebrities certainly
appear to be in vogue these days. As
Miyamoto points out, though, most have
Caucasian or Latin American roots, with
few sharing a similar background to her.

The reason for this, according to
internationally acclaimed playwright,
Velina Hasu Houston, is Japan’s general
preference for “lightness over darkness.”
Describing Miyamoto’s coronation as one
of “the most progressive sociopolitical steps
that Japan has made in its modern history,”
she believes “less brouhaha” would have
been made if the Nagasaki-born beauty
had “been part white
instead of part African
American.”

“Saira Kunikada, a
Japanese-Italian, was
selected by Isetan to rep-
resent and be ‘the perfect
symbol’ of its ‘This is
Japan’ motto. So she can
be the perfect symbol,
but not a Japanese/Afri-
can-American woman?
Racism permeates the
entertainment industry
to the extent that black-
ness is not valued in the
same way as whiteness.
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Ms. Miyamoto’s success may inspire other
Japanese to broaden their thinking, but I
think it’'ll be a very slow process.

“As a mixed race Nikkei (member of
the Japanese diaspora) born in Japan, 'm
heartened by the fact that this country is
in one small way trying to behave globally
beyond economics and the military. As for
the negative comments, people often do it
because social media gives them anonymity.
They are rather prosaic and predictable, not
to mention lacking in intellectual rigor—she
should just ignore them.”

It’s a view shared by Nishikura and Tak-
agi, who both feel too much has been made
of the “negative backlash,” and not enough
on the “positive aspects,” of Miyamoto’s
victory. Miyako Miyazaki, who represented
Japan in 2003, says that unfavorable feed-
back is simply par for the course in the Miss
Universe competition.

“It happens every year,” she tells us.
“Why did so-and-so win? Her nose is too big;
hair is too short, she doesn’t look Japanese
enough. I got it as well. With Ariana being
half-Japanese it’s been magnified this year,
but she can handle it. She’s really strong-
willed with a big heart.”

Miyazaki is currently mentoring Mi-
yamoto on how to walk, pose and respond
to questions. She finished fourth runner-up
herself twelve years ago and believes Mi-
yamoto could finish even higher.

“She has a chance,” says Miyazaki. “She
lights up the room with her energy and posi-
tivity. Her youthful exuberance is her biggest
strength, but it’s also her biggest weakness
because she can be a little immature at times
and careless with regards to small details.
We have a long time until the competition so
we can iron those things out.”

Hoping to emulate Akiko Kojima (1959)
and Riyo Mori (2007) by becoming the third
Japanese lady to be crowned Miss Uni-
verse, Miyamoto is full of confidence as she
prepares for her long journey to the finals.
Victory would be sweet, but even more
important is that she conveys her message
to the world. This is her chance to speak for
her deceased friend and all the mixed-race
people in Japan that feel they don’t belong.
She’s determined not to let them down.




daddy’s Pumps. Designed for running, the ZPump Fusion is all about
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Here are three ways that the new ZPump Fusion ensures a perfect fit, provides
support throughout your run, and gives you traction on any surface.

Step Into Your Second Skin

‘When you put on a pair of ZPump Fusions, you're stepping into a light-
weight, space-age mesh compression sleeve that grips your feet for max-
imum comfort and running support. It also locks your feet into position so
you can get the best fit from Reebok’s next-gen Pump technology.

Pump Up a Custom Fit

The Pump air cage in the Fusions runs from the heel to the middle of the
foot, giving you a unique custom fit for the ultimate in comfort, support, and
stability. As you pump up the support structure, the shoe maintains its slim
profile even under maximum inflation.

Race-Inspired Tires For Your Feet

In the automotive world, “Z-rated” tires are designed to provide maxi-
mum traction at the highest speeds. The soles of the ZPump Fusions were
inspired by these racing tires, with traction patterns designed to give you
a good grip on all kinds of surfaces, rain or shine. High-wear spots on the
soles get a heavy-duty treatment.
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@l ZPump Fusion

Reebok FitHub Roppongi Hills
106-0032 Tokyo, Minato-ku,
Roppongi 6-4-1

Roppongi Hills Metro Hat/
Hollywood Plaza BIF

Reebok FitHub Odakyu
Department Store, Shinjuku
160-8001 Tokyo, Shinjuku-ku,
% Nishishinjuku 1-1-3
! Haruku 2F

Reebok Online Shop:
http://reebok.jp/
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WALKING

1O LEARN

by Alec Jordan

The secret to success in a fast-paced world just might be
found in moving slowly
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“The School of Athens” by Raphael, shows Plato and Aristotle (center) taking a stroll through Plato’s Academy
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[roofs added on artistic license]

“All truly great thoughts are conceived by walking.”
— Friedrich Nietzsche

tis a telling thing that Plato’s Academy,
perhaps one of Western Civilization’s
most famous schools, was not a place of
roofs. The Athenian groves of academe
were meant for strolling, and as legend would
have it, Plato’s most famous student, Aristotle,
was given to walk while lecturing (even if the
story is fallacious, the fascination that gener-
ations have had for the image is meaningful).
Traditional classrooms will always have their
place, but it’s often away from the desks and
boards where school’s lessons learned can
take on their own lives and become something
more than just dry facts and theories.
Throughout the centuries, writers,
thinkers, and businessmen have used the

X

walk to inspire their work. Charles Dickens
would take marathon saunters through the
streets of London, finding inspiration—and
perhaps some decompression from strains
of composition—in his midnight perambu-
lations. Steve Jobs was known to use long
“walking meetings” as a way to get to know
where a new potential business partner
might be coming from, or to hammer out a
serious idea; this was an approach that he
would hold to even as the illness that would
fell him worsened.

Different cultures all have their own
approach to walking as a way to clear the
mind and open up to new kinds of thinking.
In Japan, it can be something as formal as

the slow kinhin walking meditation that is
conducted within the Zen tradition, as expan-
sive as the months-long journey of the henro
(pilgrims) as they visit the 88 temples that
line the island of Shikoku, or as literary as the
haiku poet Basho’s excursions around Japan.
In France, the figure of the flaneur (some-
thing of an urban explorer, given to idleness)
has developed its own rich tradition, a
practice that was described by the author
Balzac as “the gastronomy of the eye” and by
the 19th century journalist Victor Fournel as
a way of “capturing a moving picture of the
urban experience.”

Regardless of the many different tradi-
tions that have sprung up in its footsteps, the
long and sometimes aimless jaunt is in our
nature. Quite simply, desk and chair bound
as modern urban humans may be, we cannot
escape our need for unimpeded motion, and
not just for the competition that sport might
offer. (Unless you are willing to contort your
gait and risk ridicule, there are no prizes to
be won for walking quickly.) A good clip is
not so brisk that it will leave you breathless;
rather, it’s the simple 2/4 meter of taking
things in stride that lulls you into a kind of
trance. Leave the Fitbit and smartphone
aside: the real purpose for a stroll is, well,
that there isn’t a purpose for one. Wrong
turns are recommended, and you never
know: Just as a long ramble in the streets or
outside of the city might set you to stumble
across a new vista or a restaurant youw’d nev-
er seen before, you also might find yourself
rearranging what you know in new ways.

So as the temperatures continue to rise,
educators and parents alike should try to
encourage their kids to develop a spirit of
walking just for walking’s sake, a hefty dose
of curiosity, and a willingness to appreciate
the journey in and of itself. Each walk has a
chance to teach you something different, but
it’s up to you to make that first step.

FEATURED IN THE
EDUCATION SPECIAL

British School in Tokyo (K-12):
Aoba-Japan International School

(K-12, Summer Programs):
Lakeland College Japan
(Two-Year College):
Gymboree (Nursery School):




BEST IN CLASS

The British School in Tokyo takes a well rounded
approach to excellence

Photo by 37 Frames

wasn’t the “eye-watering
amount of money” that the
school had managed to accrue
in the previous year. It was
something a bit more valuable.
“One [reason] is that
we do play a very important
part in supporting British
businesses in Japan. If you
want good people to come
to Tokyo to work for your
company, if you haven’t got
a good school to send your
children to, then it’s hard
to get those talented people
to move to Tokyo! And I think another key
criteria was our ability to demonstrate
genuine partnership with Japanese
communities and Japanese organizations.”
There are also several criteria that are
central to a British style education, and the
school’s position as an overseas international
school adds at least one more axis upon which
to maintain a balanced approach. The first
component is an assurance that students will
maintain the same academic standards as any
other British school around the world across
the grade years. In order to maintain this high
standard, BST’s accreditation is approved by
the Independent Schools Inspectorate (IS)—
the same inspecting body that maintains
England’s most prestigious independent
schools, such as Eton or Westminster.
Needless to say, following their March
inspection, they were given an “excellent” (the
highest grade) in all of the ISI’s eight criteria.
But as the Cambridge-trained student
of English Literature—and rugby devotee—
would be first to admit, to be a star on the
books is not enough. “Unlike some systems,
academic excellence is just one strand and
at BST there’s a lot of focus on music, sport,
drama, adventurous activities...that balance
is so important—I'd say that it’s a hallmark
of British education, and particularly
independent British school education.”
Finally, there is the need to balance out a
child’s personal development with his or her
larger understanding of the world: “One of
the things I feel strongly about is that it’s so
important for schools and parents to develop
in young people the ability to stand in the
shoes of others, the ability to see things from

hen thinking about the kinds
of organizations that would be
likely contenders to take home
an award for best business of
the year, your first pick would probably not be
an independent school.
That’s one of the reasons why Brian
Christian, Principal at the British School
in Tokyo, said that he felt so calm at last
year’s 2014 British Business Awards
Ceremony, where he was representing the
school alongside some staggeringly large
organizations. “It was nice to be there and
enjoy the occasion, because we were relaxed!
We never thought we would win the thing.”
But win it they did, and though he
speaks modestly about the achievement, the
recognition was clearly well deserved. It also
may have been the only time that a school has
ever been chosen by a Chamber of Commerce
for such an award. As for the reasons why,
Christian was quick to point out that as BST
is a not-for-profit organization, it certainly

€€ At BST there’s a lot
of focus on music, sport,
drama, adventurous
activities ... that balance
is so important—I'd say
that it’s a hallmark of
British education. )

different perspectives.” And as Christian
explains, the BST experience offers several
different vantage points: it might be the
chance for a senior to help out a younger
student with a subject—or a part of school
life—that they’re finding a challenge, a
dynamic that is made possible by grade-
vertical tutor groups. It could be an
exchange class with one of the school’s two
Japanese partners: Shibuya Kyoiku Gakuen
or Showa Women’s University. The schools
exchange classes both ways, affording
Japanese and international students the
opportunity to learn about the other’s way
of life. Or it might be through the school’s
many off-campus activities that provide a
chance for BSIT’s students to see parts of
Japan that many adults—foreign or native
Japanese—might not get to see, whether it
be by running the length of the Kyoto-to-
Tokyo Nakasendo Way or by staying with a
host family in rural Kyushu.

The previous years have brought many
accolades to the school, but Christian
has no intention of resting on his laurels.
After signing on for another three years as
principal, he’s looking ahead to the next
steps in BST’s future, including a plan to
build a larger campus that can meet the
growing demand of prospective students,
as well as the Rugby World Cup in 2019
and 2020 Olympics, both of which will
offer the school community opportunities
to take on active volunteer roles as Tokyo
welcomes the world to its expansive city
limits. “This probably means,” Christian
added, “that I won’t be retiring back to
England any time soon.”



LEARNING BEYOND BORDERS

At Aoba-Japan, activities outside the class play their part in building global communities

...2...1...Blast off!

The model rocket,

powered by an M

class engine, shoots
into the sky, blown slightly
off of vertical by a northerly
wind. The parachute
deploys, and the depleted
rocket starts to drift off in
the distance.

A couple of generations
ago, this might have just
been group of kids playing
around in a back lot, but
as Greg Culos, Director of
Development at Aoba-Japan International
School explains, students at Aoba’s Summer
Program are using the opportunity to not
only develop a scientific understanding
of the inner workings of the rocket they
sent up skyward, but also to improve their
English skills and work as a team. “And,” as
Culos reminds us, “they’re having fun at the
same time!”

Aoba has been transforming itself
over the past several years. Physical
improvements have been taking place at
the campus in Nerima—buildings are being
renovated and new playing fields are being
constructed—at the same time that the
school has been extending its reach to the
Japanese students and families who live in
the area. As Culos explained, “we believe
that education extends far beyond the walls,
books, and resources of the classroom.”

One of the ways that Aoba has been
stretching the reach of its educational
offerings is through its After-School
Extension program, which is open to
Aoba students and non-students alike.
Meanwhile, the Summer Program offers
a 5-week experience where local children
can work on their English in the mornings
and participate in a variety of immersive
activities. As Ken Sell, headmaster of Aoba
explained, “the Summer Camp carries the
guiding principles of our school: learning
through inquiry, exploration, practice,
and application. We’re looking to create a
venue where kids of all backgrounds can

work together towards
inspirational learning
achievements.”

The theme of the camp,
“Language Unites the World,” gives the ESL
classes their structure, and as each week is
dedicated to a different part of the English
speaking world, students learn about the
culture and history of the United Kingdom,
Australia and New Zealand, Canada, and
the United States. Lessons in local language
and culture are also offered, as a particular
benefit to foreign-born students. After the
morning lessons are completed, the learning
continues, but in a very different form.

Students can dive (sometimes literally,
thanks to Aoba’s newly renovated
swimming pool) into the activities on
offer during the summer program, as they
practice English, develop friendships, and
discover that the best kind of learning can
happen when you least expect it. Everything
from hip hop dancing to remote control
car racing and visual art activities are on
the schedule, and sports aficionados will
be able to take advantage of Aoba’s new
soccer program. Many field trips amplify
the learning experience, dropping in on
locations across the Greater Tokyo area,
including many museums, an assortment of
Embassies, Mt. Takao, and the Ome and Ara
Rivers.

Family Days throughout the program
allow parents to see first hand what their
children are involved with. As Sell admitted,

the enthusiasm of the atmosphere can be
infectious, for parents and teachers alike. “I
found myself dancing on the very last day
of the 2014 camp, under the choreography
of the event’s celebrated dance instructor,
Ms. Satoko Iida. What was amazing was
that I danced with the entire population

of the camp, teachers, students from 5 to
18 years old, and all of the parents who
attended that final celebratory event. None
had to explain the impact the camp had on
all of them.”

You can find out more about Aoba-Japan
International School’s Summer Program,
and their other educational offerings, at
www.japaninternationalschool.com.

SUMMER PROGRAM
TIMETABLE

July 20-August 21
Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-4:30 pm
Summer School Weekly Highlights

July 20-August 21
Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-4:30 pm
Week 1: The United Kingdom
(Visit the Miraikan)

Week 2: The United States
(Climb Mt. Takao)

Week 3: Canada (Launch Rockets at the
Ara River)

Week 4: Australia & New Zealand (Swim
in the River at Ome Park)

Week 5: International Week (Embassy
Visits & Final Program Events)

(Students can attend one to five weeks of
the Summer Camp)



A LIBERAL
APPROACH

A diverse population and a curriculum that challenges
its students to truly engage with ideas makes Lakeland
College Japan an intriguing draw

he liberal arts college is a unique

institution. It’s an environment

that offers small class sizes and a

freer focus on intellectual inves-
tigation than large universities or technical
colleges. They are places where students feel
free to explore new, creative ideas, and inves-
tigate concepts out of pure curiosity.

These kinds of schools are relatively
common in the U.S,, but they are a rare find
overseas. That's what makes stepping into the
lively, freewheeling environment of Lakeland
College Japan, located on a somewhat quiet
street in Shinjuku, feel both unusual and
comforting at the same time. LC] is a two-year
college where students can complete a broad
range of coursework that is equivalent to the
first half of a traditional four-year college or
university. Students graduate with an Associ-
ate’s Degree, and can then transfer to the main
campus in Wisconsin or to other schools.

The “intermediate” status of the school
might make someone think “university light,”
but one glance at the students’ final exam for
one of the Humanities classes dispels that
idea. A closed-book, long-form essay question
asks them to analyze the ideas of Classical
or Renaissance philosophers, and apply
them to their own lives, as well as to themes

previously covered
throughout the 15-
week semester. Other
classes cover math-
ematics, art, or the
sciences. But along
with the classes that
fulfill general re-
quirements can also
be found courses in
Music, or those that
offer an introduc-
tion to IPOs. As
Assistant Professor
of Humanities Iskra
Gencheva explains,
“Here at Lakeland College, we have disci-
plines that are just disappearing from higher
education—some of the subjects that we have
are simply not taught at larger universities.”
With this considerable breadth also
comes an impressive rigor, explains LCJ As-
sociate Dean Alan Brender. “Students work
hard because we set tough, but achievable
goals; if you set the standards high, students
will try their best to reach them.”
Another surprise to find on stepping
into LCJ’s multi-story campus, which is
in the process of being expanded for the
coming term, is its diversity. More than 40%
of the students come from overseas, repre-
senting more than 35 different countries
spread over five different continents. Other
students are Japanese, expat children who
have graduated from local international
schools, or U.S. students who are attending
college through the G.I. Bill. This globalism
and richness of opinions brings another
dimension to class discussions, and coupled
with the small class sizes that is one of the
hallmarks of a liberal arts environment,
students often find themselves in con-
versations where global perspectives
aren’t something abstract to consid-
er, but right in front of their faces.

€€ Wherever they might
come from, students
are ready for the rest of
the world when they’re
finished here. )

Students at LCJ find that this freedom
to explore and create goes beyond the walls
of the classroom as well. In addition to the
school’s various clubs and extracurricular
activities, some projects create opportu-
nities for students to learn as they build
connections outside the campus itself. One
such project, led by Dr. Gencheva and her
students, was a volunteer effort to improve
the English language material at some of
Tokyo’s smaller museums. This led to a
collaboration with the Hansen’s Disease
(also known as leprosy) Museum in Kyosei,
which in turn led to an assignment for a new
English brochure for a similar museum in
Gunma. The project was published by the
Ministry of Labor, Health, and Welfare, with
the students’ names included.

In addition to the degree program, LC]
also offers two other programs that connect
the school to the Japanese and international
community. One is the Open College program,
a series of 10-week courses that meet on
evenings and Saturdays and cover everything
from flower arranging to Japanese-English
translation. The other is an intensive English
language program, which offers 25 hours
per week of instruction for students whose
language skills are not yet ready for the rigors
of academic English. The Lakeland Lectures
are an established part of LC]’s community
outreach that bring in speakers from around
the world. The lectures, which are free of
charge, take on a variety of different subjects,
including modern architecture, sexual rela-
tions in Japan, and astronomy.

Recent graduate Seong Joon An, who
is working towards his degree in Criminal
Justice while employed at LCJ, summed it up
as follows: “It’s a very accepting environment,
but one that pushes you to do your best.
Wherever they might come from, students
are ready for the rest of the world when
they’re finished here.”

For more information about Lakeland College
Japan, visit Icj.lakeland.edu.




| EDUCATION SPECIAL

the Sacred Heart 3 INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
The Summer Program at ai INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL is filled with

S u m m e r S c h °° I 2 0 1 5 fun activities for the entire summer - water play in our wading pools,

5 International School of

sensory explorations, cooking, art-and-craft activities, language
activities, intercultural activities, outdoor games, field trips and

much, much more! It is fun and a great way for children to improve
their English skills. The program is a weekly-based program that
allows you to sign up for one week, two weeks, or the whole summer,
depending on your needs!

Join us at ai INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL and enjoy the hot Tokyo
summer with friends from around the world!!

Preschool Program: 1.5 to 3 years old
Kindergarten Program: 4 to 6 yearsold ~ June, July, and August
School Age Program: 6 to 12 years old Total of 9 weeks

Looking for a dynamic, centrally located summer program for your
children? The 2015 Summer School Program on the Hiroo campus of
International School of the Sacred Heart is now accepting applications!

* June 15th-26th

* Monday-Friday, 8:30-15:00 (extended hours from 7:30-17:00 available)
Ages 2-7

+ Classroom activities focus on imaginative play and experiential learning
* Plus daily classes in art, music, sports and splash-pool play

Ages 8-17

+ Choose from 35 stimulating academic, artistic and athletic courses, 4 oy
including SAT prep classes, computer coding, journalism, cooking, :
intensive volleyball and more! .

Office: 5-4-1- 3F, Mita,
Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0073
Contact Information tel: 03-3769-3372 fax: 03-3456-0488
E-mail: isshsummerschool@issh.acjp | Tel: +81-3-3400-3951, ext. 237 www.diinternationalschool.com
Web: http://goo.gl/qs6Lgi

Application deadline: Friday, May 22nd

Creativity. Confidence. Friendship.
It all starts at Gymboree.

www.gymboree.jp o
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Celeb newlyweds: F1 driver Jensen Button and his
model wife Jessica Michibata at the Grand Hyatt

TOKYO'S LONGEST RUNNING SOCIETY PAGE, WITH BILL HERSEY

pril was really a super busy month with, believe me,

something happening for everyone in this great city

we live in and love.

One of the major highlights of the month were the

magnificent sakura (cherry blossoms) we had the
opportunity to see and enjoy all over Japan. Mother Nature was kind
this year, and the weather for the most part, was good, if a bit cold. I
had the privilege of spending most of a nice day with Indian Ambas-
sador Deepa Wadhwa, her staff, and many friends at her embassy,
which is famous for its sakura. Over three days, people from all
walks of life had been invited to enjoy the people, the festive mood,
nature at its best, and Indian hospitality.

Had lots of fun one night in Yoyogi Park at a Keio University
students’ hanami party. The young Japanese love nature and with
the help of a bit of sake, really have fun.

Not long before all that cherry blossom pink, Tokyo and cities
all over Japan really went all out for the color green. You can check
out a few photos from the Irish Embassy and the Irish community’s
many St. Patrick’s Day celebrations.

Holy Week was very busy as well. Friends who went to Ash
Wednesday services at the popular Franciscan Chapel were pleas-
antly surprised to see U.S. Ambassador Caroline Kennedy there. I
was happy to hear that others there let the always busy, and very
popular, Ambassador relax and enjoy the services.

Father Grimm was back from one and a half weeks in Nepal to
conduct Easter services in the Parish Hall. On Easter Sunday, April 5,
Father Russell was upstairs conducting services in the main church.

All the services were filled with international people and they had to
add two extra masses. Kudos to all concerned for managing to accom-
modate everyone. The priests and staff at the Franciscan chapel do so
much to help so many.

Working on this column on April 9 and we’re right in the middle
of Arab Week here in Japan. Happenings so far included a wonderful
party at the Mandarin Hotel. It was hosted by the Arab Ambassadors
and heads of missions on April 6. Prime Minister Abe took time out
of his always busy schedule and made a short, yet very meaningful
speech. The homemade food and entertainment were excellent.

The next day there was a special exhibition of Arabic art by
Japanese artists at the Oman embassy. I had the privilege of taking
Marie Anderson who was in Japan with her husband Ron for the
ILBS Cherry Blossom Ball at the Okura Friday, April 10. HIH Princess
Takamado was the special guest. I was really happy to see long-time
friend Lilibeth Dabdoub, the super chic glamorous wife of the former
Bolivian Ambassador to Japan.

She was here visiting her friends, Representative of Palestine
Waleed Siam, and his wife Maali. She lives in Lapaz and writes a
fashion column. When you see her photos in an upcoming column,
youwll see why. Other events for Arab Week included seminars, the
screening of an Oscar-nominated Palestinian film, and a big annual
bazaar. Photos and more on all this later.

I'm sure most of you know we’re already into Golden Week, and
this year it’s a bit longer than usual. It’s nice when it happens. Our
Japanese friends love those long holidays, and don’t get enough of
them. Sort of got back into the night life scene when I helped with the



New Club “Fame”: Aoyama Dori 1. Showbiz’s Raymond John, top photographer Doi
san, fashion guru Aya 2. Dewi and Bill 3. Club owner “Uchiyama,” his actress/model wife
Reika Hahimoto 4. Switzerland’s Lukas Zuberbuhier flanked by two of Fame’s dancers

Hilton Tokyo’s Tsunohazu Opening 5. The hotel’s GM Mike Williamson and top travel
journalist Sam Ohta 6. A guest, Williamson, Hikari Mori.

In and Around 7. Former Tokyoites (now NY) Ron & Maria Anderson at ILBS Ball 8.
Prime Minister Abe at the Arab Day at Mandarin Hotel.

Kuwait’s Glittering National Day - Palace Hotel 9. The hosting couple Kuwaiti Amb.
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and Mrs. Abdul Rahman Al-Otaibi 10. Industrialist Kimikazu Aida, Oman Amb. Khalid
Al-Muslahi, Aida’s wife Mary 11. Philippines Amb. Manuel Lopez, his wife Maria Teresa
and Peninsula Hotel GM Malcolm Thompson 12. Maria Teresa with the Al-Otaibi’s daugh-
ter Halla and son Khaled 13. Jamila Bilal al-Otaibi, Jamilah and her daughter Hessa, Maali
Siam (Palestine) 14. Former Olympic ski gold medal winner Chik Igaya and his wife.

Welcome Party—Mexican Artist Gabriel Orozco 15. Mexican artist Gabriel Orozco,
Dewi Sukarno & Mexican Deputy chief of mission Armondo Arriaga 16. Personality and
artist Johnny Walker, Yumi Yoshida, Haitian consulate Heath Honorat, 17. Gallery owner
Masami Shiraishi his asst Angela Reynolds, Armando Arriaga
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F/B Execs Party at Oakwood

1. Robert Barbieri, Keiron Hunt (Peninsula), Thomas Zaleski (Grand Hyatt)

2. Oakwood’s Martin Fluck, Douglas Schafer (Tokyo Beverage) Roberto Barbieri (MHD)
Todd Stevens (Beer Cats) 3. Lorenz Schmid (Grand Hyatt), Matti Griziani

4. Lorenz, Matt, Okinawan musician Atsuko, Thomas Zaleski 5. Todd Stevens (Beer Cats),
Jeff Renshaw (Grand Hyatt) Thomas Zaleski (Grand Hyatt) 6. Souheil El Khoury (Vins’
d’olive) Martin Fluck, Wolfgang Angyal (Riedel) Douglas Schafer (Tokyo Beverage)

Bahrain National Day
7. Leonaldo and Stefano A’ deLima, their mother Motoko 8. Park Hyatt GM Philippe
Rous-Dessarps, his wife Sachiko 9. Paramount Pictures Japan President Ichiro

Okazaki, his wife Carol. 10. Brun Moinet, Japanese dance teacher Koji Hanaoka,
Park Hyatt Paris GM/Area VP Michel Jandin 11. Longchamp’s Nicolas and Sunnyo
Sitbon with Philippe and Sachiko 12. Philippe with Mathieu Taussac and exec chef
Thomas Angerer.

St. Patrick’s Day—So Busy

13. Italian Amb. Giorgio his wife Rita 14. Motoya Odano Irish Amb. Anne Barrington,
Imp. Household advisor and Nobutake Odano 15. Ethiopian Ambassador Markos
Tekle Rike and his wife Ho Hiwat 16. Omotesando 17. Tokyo PD officers having a
laugh 18. A pair of pooches sporting the green



three opening parties of a glittering new club “Fame.” (I chose the
name of the club.) Fortunately the club is not in the seedy Roppongi
area, but right on the corner of busy Aoyama Dori and Omotesan-
do—across from the police box on the second floor of the Festai
Omotesando building next to the Kimijima and Lacoste fashion
shops. I really enjoyed working with showbiz personality Raymond
John and happy to say we got along with Fame’s staff.

We’re able to get good crowds every night, including models,
actors, actresses, dancers, photographers and business leaders. I
enjoyed talking with fashion guru Aya who looks great. She was
just back from the Philippines where she spent a week at the
health resort “The Farm.” I stayed there a year or so ago, and re-
ally enjoyed the beautiful setting. The health food and their “look
good feel better” program are really outstanding. It was also nice
having Dewi Sukarno at Fame. She adds glamour and fun wherev-
er she goes.

In closing this column’s opening, I want to remind you that
Mother’s Day is on Sunday, May 10. If you’re lucky and still have
your mom, call her if she’s not in Japan. If she’s here, be sure to do
something special for her on that special day. I have so many mem-
ories of growing up in the small town of Perrysburg, Ohio, with a
truly great mom—and grandmother. Dad and Grandpa were special
as well. God bless them all.

MEXICAN RECEPTION—ARTIST OROZCO
I had three great years in Phoenix, Arizona, and three more in San
Diego. I made dozens of trips all over Mexico, and am a great fan of
Mexican food, art, culture, music, and of course the people. Most of
my friends when I lived in the Southwest were Mexican and they
and their lifestyle are things I miss the most here in Japan.
Needless to say, I quickly accepted the invitation from Mexico’s
deputy chief of mission, Armando Arriaga, to a welcome reception
from Mexico’s top contemporary artist, Gabriel Orozco. It was a
laid-back evening with many Japanese artists and gallery owners.
Gabriel and his really outgoing young son are both really cool, as
were many of the other guests that evening.

FOOD & BEVERAGE VIPS PARTY AT
MIDTOWN OAKWOOD

Dropped by Oakwood in Midtown to say hello to friends there and
found myself in a party for of a dozen of our city’s top food and
beverage company execs. It was nice seeing friends from several
hotels and restaurants and meeting some very interesting food and
beverage execs as well. Oakwood, by the way, is a laid-back classy
venue for small parties. For info, call Amy Haosashiro, who can give
you a run down on what they have to offer. Telephone: 03-5412-
3131, and mention the Weekender.

BIG ST. PAT’S DAY FESTIVITIES ALL

OVER JAPAN

Irish Ambassador Ann and her artist husband Ed Miliano
have only been here a short time but with all the St.

eyaedl
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Patrick’s Day celebrations (parades, parties at their residence, a
National Day reception at the Okura) They have kept super busy. I
find it pretty amazing how many Japanese really get in some wild
green fashions, the parades, and the festival in Yoyogi Park—and of
course, the many popular Irish pubs around Tokyo, and other major
cities in Japan. I first fell in love with Ireland and Irish music many
years ago when I saw and heard the Irish singer Ella Logan perform
in the musical “Finian’s Rainbow” at the Hollywood Bowl in L.A. I
also had the privilege and pleasure of bar hopping when I spent 10
days driving around Ireland several years ago. I was lucky to meet
members of the world famous U2 band at their hotel in Dublin,

and hear some great music and see some great dancing in the bars,
clubs, and at the local festivals.

HOTEL HAPPENINGS

Seems like the hotel biz here is booming over in Shinjuku. The
Hilton Tokyo recently reopened their completely refurbished second
floor. They’ve also changed the name to Tsunohazu and it’s become
one of the chicest and coolest dining venues in the city. Food outlets
include the Chinese Dynasty, Junisoh Japanese Metropolitan Grill,
bar and lounge Zatta, and the Filou pastry shop. Some highlights
from the opening party—which I heard that 1,500 people attended—
included great MCing by Hanae Mori’s youngest granddaughter and
a fashion show by the staff of the new uniforms of each restaurant.

I also enjoyed a short film that brought back memories of people

I had met over the years at Hilton Tokyo. These included Twiggy,
Julio Iglesias, The Bay City Rollers and The Beatles. Good people all.
Just five minutes by taxi from Shinjuku and you’re at what I think

is Tokyo’s first boutique hotel. You probably know it from Sofia
Coppola’s film “Lost in Translation.” They celebrated their 20th
anniversary with a glittering evening titled “Aimless Passion.” The
food and the décor (lots of great and artificial fog) were, as expect-
ed, very special.

Kudos to two of the world’s top hoteliers, Hilton Tokyo’s Mike
Williamson and the Park Hyatt’s Philippe Rous-Dessarps. I also want
to thank them and their staff of their kindness, VIP treatment, and
hospitality over the years.

OTAIBI'S KUWAIT NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION
On Feb. 25, the Ambassador of Kuwait, Abdul Rahman Humood
Al-Otaibi and his wife Jamilah hosted a beautiful and crowded
reception in the huge Aoi room in the Palace Hotel. The occasion
was to celebrate the 54th National Day and 24th Anniversary of
the Liberation of the state of Kuwait. Jamilah has an artist’s touch,
and she and her staff had done a fantastic job of turning the venue
into a reflection of Kuwaiti fashion, décor and culture. I especially
liked the big dhow which reminded me of a full day of sailing
when I last visited Kuwait. My praises to the Palace’s food
and beverage department. Under Jamilah’s supervision
the buffet, which included many Arab favorites, was
excellent.

ANA’s Yuta Arai, UK’s Robin Bingham, Sharon Yamano
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Segafredo Hiroo staff Nicola, Yasuo, and Tony with Yuta Arai
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MOVIES

COMING TO A CINEMA NEAR YOU IN MAY

outh  African director Neill
S Blomkamp has returned to the

mean streets of Johannesburg,
where he started his film career with
breakthrough hit “District 9,” to tell the
tale of robot cop CHAPPIiE. This time
around instead of tackling issues of social
segregation and shrimp-faced immigrant
aliens, we have a police force who have
decided to deploy mechanized droids in
an effort to combat escalating crime. One
such robot is stolen and reprogrammed
by its creator only to be hijacked by a
group of gangsters just as it develops the
ability to think and feel like a human.
The higher-ups aren’t impressed with
this new perceived threat and set out
to ensure CHAPPIE is the world’s first—
and last—freethinking droid. The film
features Blomkamp’s old “District 9”
pal Sharlto Copley behind the voice and
motion-capture of the lead robot, with
human roles for Dev Patel, Sigourney
Weaver and Hugh Jackman. Music fans
will want to check out the first feature
film appearances of Yolandi and Ninja,
members of the South African zef rap-
rave group Die Antwoord.

t one point it seemed certain Daniel
ARadc]jffe would forever be known as

Harry Potter but the young actor has
done an impressive job kicking against his fate
bytaking a series of interesting rolesin a diverse
set of films. After starring in excellent period
horror “The Women in Black” and Beat poet
biography “Kill Your Darlings,” Radcliff has
returned with supernatural fantasy comedy
“Horns.” Director Alexandre Aja seems to
delight in subverting our impressions of ever-
boyish literary heroes: his last film, “Maniac,”
saw doe-eyed former hobbit Elijah Wood star
as a perverted murderer. In “Horns,” Radcliffe
is Ig Perrish, the prime suspect for the rape
and murder of his girlfriend. After awakening
one morning after a night of heavy drinking, Ig
finds a pair of horns beginning to sprout from
his head. The horns appear to make people
want to reveal their most secret desires to Ig.

MISS HOKUSAI

ith legendary animation
studio Ghibli currently on a
break in production, it’s time

for other studios to step up and fill the
void left in its wake. Production I.G. have
been a front-runner in the anime world
for years, having produced such classics
as “Ghost in The Shell” and “The End
of Evangelion” while showing a softer
side with recent hit “A Letter To Momo.”
The company’s latest, “Miss Hokusai,”
continues in a similar vein. Based on the
manga “Sarusuberi” by Hinako Sugiura,
the film is set in Edo-era Tokyo, a place
of samurai, merchants, peasants and
courtesans. Into this world steps O-Ei,
the third daughter of short-tempered yet
astoundingly talented artist Tetsuzo.

remiering at this year’s Okinawa
P International Movie Festival,

“Deadman’s Inferno” (Japanese title:
“Z-Island”) is a zombie action-comedy from
Director Hiroshi Shinagawa. Having won the
festival’s top prize last year with box-office
hit “One Third,” Shinagawa returns with a
story of aged yakuza taking on the undead
with the obligatory high-kicking schoolgirls
thrown into the mix. Popular actor Sho
Aikawa (Dead or Alive series) leads the
charge as an ex-yakuza forced into the quiet
life years ago when rival gang members took
out his gang in a bloody street showdown.
When loyal subordinate Takashi is released
from jail, the pair team up and head to an
island to retrieve the jailbird’s wayward
daughter, only to discover the island is now
overrun by the living dead.

DWeeKenaer.corm
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THE ZERO THEOREM

L ike Neill Blomkamp, veteran director Terry Gilliam also

has an eye for satirically dystopian sci-fi. With the likes of

“Brazil” and “Twelve Monkeys,” Gilliam crafted unique
visions of some pretty dark, Kafkaesque worlds and he’s going
back to the future with his latest, “The Zero Theorem.” The film
stars Christoph Waltz as eccentric programmer Qohen Leth, a man
living alone in a burnt out church and tasked with discovering the
meaning of life—or its lack of one. His isolation is interrupted by a
series of visits from an assortment of oddball characters including
his boss Management (Matt Damon), therapist Dr. Shrink ROM
(Tilda Swinton) and love-interest/possible spy Bainsley (Mélanie
Thierry). What’s more, while attempting to solve the enigmatic
Zero Theorem, the angst-ridden Qohen is plagued by nightmares
involving a black hole. Waltz has won two Best Supporting Actor
Oscars for his work with Quentin Tarantino in “Inglourious
Basterds” and “Django Unchained” and it’s good to see the actor
take a much-deserved starring role.

LOST RIVER

River” is a neo-noir fantasy involving a woman swept into

a sinister underworld and her teenage son’s quest into the
mysterious origins of their hometown. Unsurprisingly for one of the
finest young actors around at the moment, Gosling has assembled a
stellar cast of up-and-coming talents for his film. Iain De Caestecker,
currently the best thing about Marvel’s “Agents of S.H.LE.L.D.” TV
show, takes the lead as teenage son Bones; “Mad Men” femme-fatale
Christina Hendricks plays single mother Billy; former Doctor Who
Matt Smith is gang boss Bully; and “The Lovely Bones™ Saoirse
Ronan plays young runaway Rat. Gosling’s wife and “The Place
Beyond the Pines” co-star Eva Mendes also appears. Despite its
stellar cast and interesting premise, critics have not been kind to the
film, which premiered at last years Cannes festival. Nevertheless,
fans of the actor’s work with Nicholas Winding Refn in “Drive” and
“Only God Forgives” may find something to enjoy in this unique and
macabre world that hints at good things to come from Gosling.

The directorial debut of celebrated actor Ryan Gosling, “Lost

SHOWING THIS MONTH | SCREEN | 29

www.tolmantokyo.com

tc@tolmantokyo.com
Open daily except Mondays and Tuesdays

The Tolman Collection
Shiba Daimon

UCHIDA Emi Exhibit
original oil paintings
514 - 5.24
Ofpeming: Thursday 5.14
rom 17:30 - 19:30

The Tolman (Private) Collection
Atago Jinja - Mae

Andaz Hotel

Atago Jinjal _ o
The Telman (Private)
Atago Tunnel . Collection

I
Atago Jinja Mae Crossifg L Shiba Post Office
Jikei
University
B Kemiya-cho Station Hospital B onarimon Station

Zojo-ji Temple
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." ." Nina Kraviz DJ-Kicks

@, More than a skilled DJ
"‘ A‘ and producer, the Rus-
sian artist also sings and has recently
been making waves in the under-
ground electronic music world.
Where: Womb, Shibuya
How Much: ¥3,500

More info: www.womb.co.jp

MAY 1517

‘ A" Sanja Matsuri

@®, The biggest (and appar-
‘ “ ently wildest) festival in
Tokyo returns with its plethora
of portable shrines and countless
people milling about.
Where: Asakusa Shrine, Asakusa
How Much: Free

More info: www.asakusajinja.jp

MAY 2015 tc
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AGENDA: THE WEEKENDER ROUNDUP OF WHAT'S HAPPENING IN MAY

‘ N Red Bull Air Race Chiba 2015

@, In addition to energy drinks
‘ ’A‘ and music festivals, Red Bull
also presents this international com-
petition based on speed and precision,

where 14 pilots will give you an eyeful.

Where: Makuhari-Kaihin Park, Chiba
How Much: ¥10,000-200,000

More info: www.redbullairrace.com

MAY 1617

‘ A" Thai Festival 2015

@, Kick starting yet another
‘ "‘ season of summer festivals
at Yoyogi, this favorite returns with
its delectable selection of Thai fare,
drinks and music.
Where: Yoyogi Park, Shibuya
How Much: Free

More info: www.thaifestival.jp

MAY 17

‘ W Panda Music Festival

Tame enough for the
‘ ‘ whole family, the fourth
edition of this music festival wel-
comes picnics and kids under 12 for
free in Ueno Park.
Where: Ueno Park
How Much: ¥2,500

More info: www.pandaongakusai.com

MAY 30

‘ ." Tokyo Yamathon 2015

@, The “ultimate urban fund-
‘ A‘ raising challenge” where
teams compete to walk or run through
Tokyo, visiting all 29 stations of the
famous JR Yamanote train line.
Where: Start & finish at Tokyo Tokia bldg.
How Much: ¥10,000 per team

More info: www.tokyoweekender.com

MAY 1718
‘ % Design Festa vol. 41
The biannual international
‘ ‘ freestyle art festival prom-

ises another weekend filled with
performances, art, crafts and foods.
Where: Tokyo Big Sight, Odaiba

How Much: ¥1,000 (1 day)/¥1,800 (2 days)

More info: www.designfesta.com

MAY 9-10
." ." Harajuku Kawaii
’ ‘ -‘ Week 2015 Celebrate
AN amS gl things kawaii with
live music performances, fashion
shows, model meet-and-greets, and
a plethora of cute items for sale.
Where: Around Harajuku
How Much: Free

More info: www.hkw15.asbs.jp



MAY 23-24

" " Greenroom Festival
-’ a». 2015

" am Ozomatli, Lotus, Little
Barrie, Tommy Guerrero and Ray
Barbee are headlining this “save the
beach” art and music festival.
Where: Yokohama Red Brick Warehouse
How Much: ¥9,800 (1 day)/¥17,000 (2 days)

More info: www.greenroom.jp

MAY 16

e Zombie Walk 2015
‘ .- Don your best costume
‘ "' and makeup and join this
loosely-led stroll—with no eating or
drinking allowed—around the park,
dressed as a zombie.
‘When: May 16 Where: Yoyogi Park,
Shibuya How much: Free More info:

http://www.zombiena.net/.jp

MAY 15
‘ .' Living Dreams

@», Fundraising Gala
' “ Join in on an evening of mu-
sic, dance, and a few surprises at this
“fun raiser” in support of this charity
that provides aid to orphans in Japan.
Where: Act Square Ebisu
How much: ¥15,000-30,000

More info: www.tokyoweekender.com

MAY 31
" ‘ Color Me Rad Tokyo
- Make your 5K run a little
“ ‘ more entertaining by pass-

ing through different stations that will

spray colored powder all over you.
Why not?

Where: Umi no Mori Park, Koto-ku
How much: ¥7,500

More info: colormerad.info
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OUTBACK

SKEEAKHOUSE!
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PREMIUM
ANGUS FILET

Make tracks down to Outback this month
and enjoy our Premium Angus Filet. This
tender and juicy thick cut Angus Filet is
only available for a limited time*, so make
sure you don't miss out.

*Available until June 14th
000000000000000000000000000000000000°°00

| .

A marbled and juicy premium Angus
ribeye steak, lightly seasoned and
chargrilled over an open flame.

Roppongi Shibuy Shinag; Tak
03-5413-4870 03-5459-7751 03-5798-3501
Minami-Machida  Bar & Grill Shinagawa Konan Ikebukuro Ebina
042-788-3360 03-6718-2761 03-5928-1391 046-292-4286
Makuhari Osaka Umeda Nagoya Sakae
043-213-3256 06-6457-7121  052-968-7800

e Tl

www.outbacksteakhouse.co.jp/en
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KASAI CPA

‘“MORE THAN 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE”

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Auditing
[PO Consulting
Due Diligence

TAX SPECIALISTS
TAX Preparation
TAX Consulting
US Tax Filing
Accounting Services
Payroll Services

VISA ATTORNEY

Corporate Services
Immigration Services

Takashi Kasai Certified Public Accountant Firm
4-1-2-302, Honcho, Kokubuniji-shi,
Tokyo185-0012, Japan

Web: www.kasaicpa.com
Tel:042-401-0342
Fax:042-401-0341

Tokyo Takanawa Hospital
International Clinic

Our state-of-the-art facilities are fully equipped with the latest
fical technolog d staffed with highly trained medical
personnel with a wide, multidisciplinary background who are
experienced in handling even the most serious medical problems.

We have physicians who are fluent in English, nurses who speak
English and Korean, and interpreters who are qualified to translate
from English, Chinese, and German.

Our International Clinic offers a gateway to specific medi
services. If you require further examinations or treatments
are happy to refer you to our alists. Our team is on star
to help assure your total peace of mind.

Closest Hospital to Shinagawa Station A

(Please refer to the website outside

consultaion hours)

1i 09:00am-11:30am

lam-05:30pm

Inquiries: 3-10-11 Takanawa, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 108-8606 g
)3 3443 9191 | Fax: +B1 (0)3 5798 7162

Consultation hours: Mon, Tue, \
Service desk hours: Mon thru 5

ntlclinic
Website: http:

kanawa.jcho.go.jp

akanawa jcho. intlclinic/

MAY 2015 www okyoweekender.com

Haraguchi

International Law Office

Haraguchi International Law Office was founded in 2004 by
Kaoru Haraguchi to provide the highest-quality legal service in
a timely manner to Japanese and foreign clients. We offer all
our services in English, Japanese and Chinese.

We specialize in:

e International Divorce e International Succession

o Investment in real estate,
financial instruments

e Labor/Employment

KDX Toranomon Building 9th F, 4-3,Toranomon 1-chome,Minato-ku,Tokyo 105-0001,Japan
@ +81(3) 6205-4404 @ www.haraguchi-law.com kharaguchi@haraguchi-law.com

Quality Construction
Project Management

Over 150 projects and 18 years.

West Canada Homes has been designing homes, managing
projects and finding the right piece of real estate for our clients

in Japan for a very long time. Before making an investment decision,
contact West Canada Homes for advice on your project.

West Canada Homes

Niseko, Japan

Custom Home Design - Project Management

Tel: 0136-21-3838
Email: info@westcanadahomes.com
www.westcanadahomes.com
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THAI FOOD RESTAURANT

&t ey

~ Door to Door Pickup Service
24 Hour Staff $Uér'_yi$ion_'§'
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HAVE GREAT THAI CUISINE AT GAPAO!

We are one of the Top 7 Thai restaurants recommended by Japan Thai
Restaurant Guide! Gapao’s Thai cuisine is prepared by one of the 10 best
Thai chiefs in Japan.

Step in and relax. Enjoy the subtle nuances and delicate balance of
spices and herb taste that only we can bring to you.

:

Aoyama 03-3797-9937 | Ebisu 03-3712-0222 | Shibuya 03-6455-1817
www.gapao-shokudo.com

- D
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The Automotive Professionals AANCo DO y}\ﬁ‘db Mi_;! NRRAS
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TOKYO'S LEADING
NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKING
CAR COMPANY

FOR A COMPLETE DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE

CAR SALES | BUYBACKS | SHIPPING | MAINTENANCE | SHAKEN

@www.JCE—AUTos,JP ) INFORJICE-AUTOS.JP ©03-6868—3366 National Azabu Supermarket S,

lational Azabu
4-5-2 Minami Azabu,Minato-Ku, Tokyo Facebook
ZIP Code 106-0047 | Tel: 03-3442-3181.

2F 2-19-3, HIGASHI AZABU, MINATO-KU, TOKYO 106-0044
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THE FINEST FRENCH CUISINE IN THE FAR EAST
LUNCHEON - DINNER—CATERING

03 (478) 2011~5

12th Floor, Roi Roppongi Building, Tokyo

How Can a Gal Who Can Hit A Golf Ball
Like This .... Look Like This?

By CORKY ALEXANDER
Weekender Editor

T

tele
Mot once did the

sndmen, techicians take note of
uny of the 85 other lady golfers
milling about the rolling links of

he unwinking eye of the
on cameras never VJ(.IV(_.'I’Cd.

camera

Tokyo's scenic Yomiuri Country
Club. Their story was Laura
Baugh.

The pert 5-foot, 4-inch doll-like
lady linkster tapped in a two-foot
putt for a par, beamed a stunning
smile at the applause that ac-
companies her everywhere in Ja-
pan, then joined the other two
ladies of her threesome in an uphill
trek to the next tee.

Step by step, the lensmen follow-
ed Llaura's progress. She snags
her sweater sleeve on an ovcrhcmg-

Zoom in to catch that action! Ge-
ing uphill causes her pert little
bottom to sway from side to side.
With a brazen bit of
he’'d never effect in person, the
caomeraman frames only the der-
riere as the wunknowing Laura
strides to her next shot.

She is applauded as she steps
onto the tee and instinctively doffs
her be-ribboned golf cap, causing
her golden blonde hair to tumble
and ripple to her shoulders. This
gets oooohs and aaaaahs from an
appreciative gallery made wup
mostly of people who had never
seen a professional golf contest.

But they'd seen Laura on televi-
sion, been captivated by her nat-
ural, sincere attitude and had
come the arduous miles out to Yo-

star and heart-throb, “‘Roh-Rah,”
the star of regular TV golf shows
such as "Beautiful Golf"” and bally-
hooer of countless goodies on com-
mercials.

Her dimples and sparkling blue
eyes have become familiar favo-
rites with the mammoth Japanese
television viewing audience, mil-
lions of whom now speak authori-
tatively about birdies and “OBs’
and “slice course’” putts and other

when tiny, sweet lit
puts her 115 pounds behind
a tee shot and outdrives a three-
e of Japanese male amateurs,
le ider :
In short, Laura Baugh in Japan
is Big Business. And Box Office.
This could well be one of those
‘Only in Japan™ sucess stories
which crop up from time to time
as the faddi in the population
get on a ce
make it de rig or a time. |If it's
In" to be a "Roh-Rah’ fan, then
millions of fans shall she have.
But, hark. This is not strictly a

BACK IN THE DAY MAY1375

fauning or clinging.

And who can blame her claque
of boosters?. Golden tan, Califor-
nia blonde, classic dimples and
flashing teeth out of a Crest com-
mercial. A doll, all right. And
just as sweet as she loocks. A
real charmer; the kind of daughter
you'd like to have if you're my
age, or the kind of girl you could
get serious about if you were a
generation younger,

Hark, again. There's more.
This bundle of charm and giggles;
cial success; > love
t on two continents is a fine
At 16 whe was the young-
golfer ever to win the U.S.
men's Amateur tile. Just a
year ago playing in the American
Defender Cl in Raleigh, N.C.,
ed a second round 66,
1974 for the Ladies Pro-
Golf Association tour at

Last year, her second on the
LPGA tour, she earned around
" money in 28
her 12th on

Check out the scene in Tokyo from 1975! You can read the rest of this issue (No.19 1975) and
view Weekender’s 42-year archive online. www.tokyoweekender.com/weekender-archives/




The Secret to a
Healthy Smile

If you thought that achieving a neat, even smile was too much to ask for as an adult,
think again. Smile Care Orthodontics in Shibuya are the experts in helping its patients
with getting beautifully aligned teeth with no fuss. From highly accurate CT Scans and
X-ray and 3D imaging techniques to analytical software that can recommend the best
placement of brackets in order to align the teeth, Smile Care’s state-of-the-art tech-
nology ensures that patients will be able to begin their treatment shortly after their
initial consultation, and most patients are finished wearing their braces in less than a
year. Since the clinic specializes in lingual braces, which are attached to the inside of
the teeth rather than the outside, most people would never know that you were even
wearing braces in the first place.

Throughout your treatment, the clinic’s skilled staff, led by Dr. Shouji Takahiro,
provides a standard of service that is both friendly and professional. Dr. Takahiro, a
specialist in both adult orthodontics and lingual dentistry, has been assisting Japanese
and international clients over the last eight years. Smile Care is conveniently located a
short walk away from Shibuya Station, and an initial consultation, with no pressure to
begin treatment is available free of charge.

INVISIBLE ALIGNMENT

Can you see the braces on these teeth? Thanks to
the impressive technology of lingual braces, all of
the orthodontic hardware is placed inside the teeth,
rather than on the outside. That means that people
will only know you're wearing braces if you tell them

SMARTER AND FASTER

Cutting-edge imaging technology meansthat
doctors at Smile Care begin with a 3D image that
allows them to develop treatments that align
individual teeth efficiently and quickly, so your
treatment can be as brief as possible.

IT'S ALL ABOUT THE PATIENTS

A variety of treatments are available, and

the clinic’s staff is available for consultation
throughout the treatment process. At Smile Care
Orthodontics, the focus is on helping you get the
smile that you were always looking for.

CONTACT US

Smile Care Orthodontics Shibuya
9F-A 27SY Building 1-8-7 Shibuya,150-0002

Web: www.shibuyakyousei.jp/eng
Free dial: 0120-188-901 | Tel: 03-6450-5822

Consultation Hours: Weekdays: 11:30-20:30 (Last Consultation: 20:00)
Weekends & Holidays: 9:00-12:30, 13:30-17:00




ASIAN TIGERS

Asian Tigers Mobility provides a comprehensive end-to-end mobility

service tailored to your needs.

Move Management - office, households, Tenancy Management

pets, vehicles Family programs
Orientation and Cross-cultural programs Departure services
Visa and Immigration Storage services

Temporary accommodation
Home and School search

Asian Tigers goes to great lengths to ensure the highest quality service. —

To us, every move is unique. Q 3 5 ﬁ’

Please visit www.asiantigers-japan.com or
contact us at sales@asiantigers-japan.com ASIAN TIGERS
Customer Hotline: 03-6402-2371 MOBILITY




